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Sermon Notes: 8/05/2007 X242, Christ Community Church

EFCA “Boasting only in the Cross” Jim Folk
Galatians 6:11-18 August 5™ 2007

“"What is the basis of my standing before God?”

» Boasting in the Flesh (The Judaizers)
» Boasting in the Cross (The Apostle Paul)

The Flesh and the Cross: 4 Opposing Motives:

1. The External Criteria:
a) The Flesh is concerned with making a

b) The cross is not concerned with appearance; but with a

2. The Significance of the Law
a) The Flesh has a desire to keep the law, but is
to do so completely. (so we brag about it selectively)

b) The cross signifies the beginning of the new law of Christ:

&
3. The View of the "World”:
a) The Flesh sees between the cross and the world.
b) The Way of the cross the world must be crucified.

4. The Willingness to Suffer:
a) The Flesh seeks to persecution.

b) The Cross says that persecution is the of
following Jesus.



Christ Community Church
Sermon Discussion Questions

August 5th 2007

For Starters:

1. When is it obvious to you that someone is boasting about something
(their income, accomplishments, their family, their kids, their favorite
team?)

2. What kind of things do Christians (or churches in general) get caught
up boasting in? Is it attendance, book they‘ve read, number of baptisms,
decisions for Christ, number of staff members, etc.?

For Further Study:

3. In Romans 2:16-29 Paul points out the hypocrisy of the Jewish
people-- who were arrogant because of their status as God’s chosen
people—since they had been given the law of Moses. In verses 25-26,
what is the mark of the true chosen people of God? (Related to
Galatians 6:15-16)

4. In Acts 16:12-40, Luke tells of the jailing and beating of Paul and
Silas. What was their response to being thrown into prison? How did
God take their persecution and turn it around for the advancement of his
kingdom? Does this passage change how you might pray for someone
being persecuted in another country?

Application & Prayer:

5. One application of “boasting only in the cross” is that we should not
be thankful for our denomination (the Evangelical Free Church of
America), but rather we should be grateful for every denomination that
preaches the gospel of Christ. Take time to pray for folks in other
denominations who are co-laborers in the gospel ministry. How might
you show appreciation to others in another denomination this week?

Christ Community Church

Daily Readings

Aug. 6™-12" 2007
Key Text: Colossians 2:9-12

Colossians 2:6-15- This week we will read
passages in preparation for our first baptism service

:\’Iondsa y next Sunday. This passage in Colossians speaks of
ug. baptism as a symbol of our death to the old self and
our new life in Christ.
Acts 8:26-40- This is the account of Philip and the
;uesc;ay Ethiopian. Notice the Ethiopian’s response to
ug. accepting the gospel message was to be baptized.
Mark 1:1-12- Even before people knew about
Wednesday | Jesus, they were going to John to be baptized. What
Aug. 8 was the reason for their baptism? How does baptism
symbolize the power of the Holy Spirit?
Titus 3:1-8- Here Paul describes both the reason
behind God saving us (his mercy) and also the
Zhursgday means, or process (through rebirth by the Holy
ug. Spirit). Think about how baptism symbolizes the
work of the Holy Spirit to make someone born again.
Matthew 28:11-20- In this passage Jesus gives
Frida final commands to his disciples. Why would he give
A !.0 instructions to baptize people in the name of the
ug. Father, Son and Holy Spirit? Why not just in the
name of Jesus?
Sat.-Sun Matthew chapter 3- Jesus went to John the Baptist
Aug. 11-12 to be baptized. Why do you think this was

important?




