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Galatians 5:1 ESV
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”

A) What are we set free “from”?
The of the law-

* Needing to keep the whole law- (v. 2-3)

* Trying to justify ourselves by works- (v. 4)

» The temptation to avoid persecution and seek the
approval of others- (v. 7-12)

* Competing and destroying one another- (v. 15)

B) What are we set free “to"?

To live as to live-

» Being justified by faith- (v. 5)

Living in and by the Spirit of God- (v. 5)
Growing in righteousness like Christ- (v. 5)
Following the call to holiness- (v. 13)
Serving one another in love- (v. 6, 14)
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For Starters:

1. When people talk about the fAfree
do they usually mean? What limitations do we put on freedoms for the
safety of others?

2. As a child or teenager, did you ever have certain freedoms taken away
by your parents? Have you ever had certain freedoms taken away from
you in the workplace? How did you feel? What did you do to get those
freedoms back?

For Further Study:

3. In Galatians 5:7, Paul uses the imagery of an athletic race as an
analogy for the Christian life. Look at some of these other passages
where similar images are used (1 Corinthians 9:22-27, Philippians 3:13-
14, 2 Timothy 4:6-8). What can we learn about the process of following
Jesus from these examples?

4, Several times in Galatians Paul warns the people not to give into the
false teachers to avoid persecution for the sake of the gospel (4:29, 5:11,
6:12). Read some of the following passages and think about how
persecution f or Chrkodfseing@asChristark(Matti s ¢
5:10-12, Matt. 24:7-11, 1 Cor. 4:11-14, 2 Tim. 3:12, Heb. 11:37)

5. Galatians 5:4 says that those who seek to be justified by the law have
Aifallen away from grace. 0 Have vy
your salvation? (Realize this is a complex question!) How does the

context of Galatians 4 guard against that kind of interpretation of 5:4?
(Read also Romans 8:28-29, 1 Cor. 1:8-9 for more on this subject.)

Application & Prayer:
6. Romans 6:15-19 declares that we have been set free from sin so that

we can become slaves to righteousness; what a paradox! Pray this
verse into your own lifed do you relish following Christ?
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Next week Ken Whitehead, a member of our Interim Leadership Team,

will be

sharing

references for his talk are listed below:

Vigilance- Mark chapter 13. Think about how God

;’I(:nc;ay wants us to fAkeep watcho
uly this vigilance change the way we live today?
Tuesda Well-Trained- 2 Timothy 2:1-10. In what ways do
July 3 y you need more training in order to please your
uly commander Jesus?
Disciplined- Colossians 2:1-10. Think about the
Wednesday | necessity of discipline (good order) to prevent being
July 4 deceivedsbyndingear gument
doctrines.
Knowing Your Mission- Romans 12:1-15. Think
Ihlurgday about the importance of each person within the
uly church knowing his or her role.
Frida Loyalty- Matthew 6:16-34. No one can serve two
J|6y masters. Medi t ate on Jesusd c
uly What sinful masters are calling for your attention?
Knowing Your Enemy- Ephesians 6:10-20. What
Sat.-Sun. are the soldierdés defensi
July 7-8 his offensive weapon that can do damage to the

enemy?
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