
 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 
   1. What’s an Allegory?  What’s Typology? 

 

 

   2. The Story of Abraham, Sarah, & Hagar- 
 

 

 

   3. The Contrast between Slavery and Freedom- 

 
Abraham 

                          

 

Hagar- the slave woman, 

gave birth to Ishmael 

 

Sarah- the free woman, 

gave birth to Isaac 

 

The Old Covenant-  

Mt. Sinai 

 

The New Covenant-  

Mt. Zion, Calvary 

 

Earthly Jerusalem-  

The Judaizers 

 

Heavenly Jerusalem-  

The Galatian Christians 

 
The “Church” of The 

Law: Salvation by Works, 
Legalism, Slavery 

 

The Church of Jesus 
Christ: Salvation by Grace, 

Righteousness by Faith 

 
3. So What? 
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a) Allegorical Interpretation:  A way of interpretation 

that seeks to draw out the “deeper” meaning of the text as 

opposed to the literal, concrete sense. 
 
“An allegory is an extended metaphor—that is, a number of 
elements in a story make up a string of metaphors which 

have a deeper, unified meaning.  For example, Jesus’ parable 

of the sower is really an allegory: the seed is the word, and 
the different places where the seed falls—the path, the rocky 
ground, the soil with thorns, and the good soil—represent 
different people and different snares (Mark 4:3-20)” 
 
S. Greidanus, Preaching Christ from the Old Testament 

 

b) Typological Interpretation:  A method that interprets 

current events as corresponding to past events.  The 

current events are seen as fulfillments or repetitions of the 

originals.  The relationship between Christ and Adam is an 

example of typology (see Romans 5:14, 18-19). 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 



Christ Community Church           June 17th 2007 
Sermon Discussion Questions 

 
For Starters: 

 

1.  Have you ever experienced a sibling rivalry?  Were you the 

one being persecuted, or were you the one who usually came 

out on top?  

 

2.  Have you heard of an allegory before?  What are some 

examples of children’s stories that use allegories?  How have you 

seen Bible teachers read details into the text that are not there?  

(For example, when interpreting prophecy, perhaps?) What are 

the dangers of allegorical interpretation?   

 

Further Study: 
  

3.  Paul uses the heavenly Jerusalem as a metaphor for the 

people of God.  Revelation 3:12, 21:2, and 21:10 all mention 

the heavenly Jerusalem.  What are some aspects and images of 

the heavenly city in Revelation chapter 21 that are an 

encouragement to you? 

 

Application & Prayer: 
 

4.  The Bible declares clearly that the false teachers in Galatia 

were in slavery to legalism.  In what ways are all religions that 

are “works” oriented a form of slavery?  (Think of Islam, 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Scientology, Christian Science, etc.)  Why 

is the truth that “Jesus is the only way to God” a stumbling block 

to many people?  Do you feel like an “alien” because you believe 

there is only one way to God? (See 1 Peter 2:1-11) 

 

5.  What is one aspect of your growth as a Christian where you 

desire to have more freedom?  Are you struggling with guilt or 

shame?  Do you desire more freedom in sharing your emotions 

with others?  Pray that you would experience in greater measure 

the freedom that Christ came to give you.  Ask others to pray 

for you this week. 

 

 

Christ Community Church       June 18th-24th  2007 
Daily Readings         Key Text:  Galatians 5:1-12 

 

Monday  
June 18 

 

The main passage of the week is Galatians   

5:1-12.  Meditate in worship today on the 

phrase “faith expressing itself through love”.   

 

Tuesday 
June 19 

 

Read Paul’s defense to King Agrippa in Acts 

26:1-23.  What do you think it was like for 

Paul to go from persecuting Christians to 

being persecuted for the cause of Christ? 

 

Wednesday 

June 20 

 

Read 2 Corinthians 4:1-11.  Do you agree or 

disagree with the statement, “Christianity is 

Death”?  In what ways are we to carry in us 

the death of Christ so that the life of Christ 

can shine forth? 

 

Thursday 
June 21 

 

Today read Leviticus 19:1-19.  Today, how 

might you “love your neighbor” as it says 

here and as Christ Jesus commanded? 

 

Friday  

June 22 

 

Galatians 5:11 talks about the “offense of the 

cross”.  Read Romans 9:25-10:13.  Why was 

the cross an offense to the Jews?  What is 

Paul’s desire for both Jews and Gentiles? 

 

Sat.-Sun. 

June 23-24 

 

Paul knew the danger of legalism could infect 

the Galatian church.  Read 1 Corinthians 5 

and see how he recommends dealing with 

someone involved in sexual immorality.  How 

much are we to separate ourselves from 

sinners outside the church (verses 11-13)?   

 

 


